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The Full Text From Our Flyer
 Sextus Julius Africanus (160-240 AD) recorded much of Christianity’s early history and is known 
today as the father of Christian chronography. It is through his writings that we have access to the 
written account that the wise men themselves wrote regarding the events in Matthew 2. Their words 
are included on the back of our flyer. We hope you enjoy reading it as immensely as we have!

“When we came to Jerusalem, the sign of the star, together with our arrival, roused all 
the people. They said, ‘Why are Persian wise men here and what is this strange stellar 
phenomenon?’ The chief of the Jews interrogated us by asking, ‘For what purpose have you 
come here?’ And we said, ‘Because He whom you call the Messiah has been born.’ They 
did not believe us but did not dare to accuse us of anything. But they said to us, ‘By the 
justice of Heaven, tell us what you know about this matter.’ We answered them, ‘You do not 
truly believe in Him nor would you believe us even if we swore an oath. You follow your 
own heedless counsel because the Christ, the Son of the Most High, is born, and He is the 
subverter of your law and synagogues. That is why you are acting like you have been stuck 
with a dart, and are bitter when you hear his name and see that we have suddenly come 
here because we truly do believe.’ Then they took counsel together, urged us to accept their 
gifts,and tell to no one that such an event had occurred in their land, because it may cause 
the people to revolt against them. But we replied, ‘We have brought gifts in His honor, with 
the view of proclaiming those mighty things which we have witnessed in our country on 
occasion of His birth; and you dare to bribe us to conceal the things which the Divinity 
who is above the heavens has communicated to us, and neglect the commandments of 
our proper King?’ And after reconsidering, they gave the matter up. And when the king of 
Judaea sent for us and put to us certain questions, we acted in the same manner, until he 
was thoroughly enraged at our replies. We left him accordingly, without giving any greater 
heed to him than to any other common person. 

 “We came to that place then to which we were sent, and saw the mother and the child, 
the star indicating to us the royal babe. And we said to the mother, ‘What is your name, O 
renowned mother?’ And she said, ‘Mary, sirs.’ And we said to her, ‘Where are you from?’ 
And she replied, ‘From this district of the Bethlehemites.’ Then we said, ‘Do you have a 
husband?’ And she answered, ‘I was only betrothed, when a certain Sabbath dawned, at 
the rising of the sun, an angel appeared to me bringing me suddenly the glad tidings of a 
son. And in trouble I cried out, “Be it not so to me, Lord, for I have not a husband.” And he 
persuaded me to believe, that by the will of God I should have this son.’

 “Then said we to her, ‘Mother, mother, all the lords of the Persians have called you 
blessed. Your glory is great; for you are exalted above all women of renown, and you are 
shown to be more queenly than all queens’. The child was sitting on the ground, being, as 
she said, in His second year, and having in part the likeness of His mother. She had long 
hands, and a body somewhat delicate; and her color was like that of ripe wheat; and she 
had a round face, and had her hair bound up. We brought along with us a servant who was 
a skillful painter, who painted a portrait of them both which we brought back with us and 



placed it in our temple. It is inscribed To Jove the Sun, the mighty God, the King Jesus, the 
power of Persia dedicated this.’

 “And taking the child up, each of us in turn, and bearing Him in our arms, we saluted 
Him and worshiped Him, and presented to Him gold, myrrh, and frankincense, addressing 
Him thus, ‘We gift You with Your own, O Jesus, Ruler of heaven. In no other way would 
things unordered be ordered, were You not at hand. In no other way could things heavenly 
be brought into conjunction with things earthly, but by Your descent. Such service cannot 
be discharged, if only the servant is sent us, as when the Master Himself is present; neither 
can so much be achieved when the king sends only his satraps to war, as when the king is 
there himself. It became the wisdom of Your system, that You should deal in this manner 
with men.’

 “And the child leaped and laughed at our caresses and words. And when we had bidden 
the mother farewell, and when she had shown us honor, and we had testified to her the 
reverence which became us, we came again to the place in which we lodged. That evening 
there appeared to us one of a terrible and fearful countenance, saying: ‘Get out quickly, lest 
you be taken in a snare.’ And we in terror said, ‘Who, O divine leader, could plot against a so 
heavily armed envoy?’ And he replied, ‘Herod; but get up straightway and depart in safety 
and peace.’

 “So we immediately departed and brought back home this record of what had happened 
in Jerusalem, and of Christ our Savior, who was made known as both God and man. To Him 
be the glory and the power unto the ages of the ages. Amen.”

Additional Information from Our Website
Sextus Julius Africanus (160-240 AD) was one of several ancient Christian authors to uphold 
that Christ was conceived and crucified on March 25th (in different years of course), and 
born on December 25th. It is likely that Christ was born in December, and was visited by 
the wise men on his second birthday. See also the video about the Bethlehem Star on our 
website  for additional evidence that the wise men arrived in Bethlehem on December 25th.  
 
 Two popular oppositions raised to the date of December 25th are worthy of note. First, December 
25th was apparently the birthday celebration of the pagan Roman sun god. This December date, 
however, remained unassociated with the festival until 274 AD, long after Christ’s birth. Second, 
many Christians have opposed the idea of a winter advent because they assume it would have been 
too cold for the shepherds to be watching their flocks by night. Bethlehem averages around 44°F 
(7°C) in December at night and was not too cold for sheep or shepherds in the first century, or today. 
There was also a tower mentioned in the Bible and ancient history called Migdal Edar in which 
shepherds stayed so they could watch more comfortably and effectively. You can check the current 
weather in Bethlehem in the Bonus Content section of our website!
 
 You may think, “There are way too many Christian elements in this account. It has to be a hoax”... 
Or does it? Have we ever really thought about the wise men? Why would powerful gentile dignitaries 
travel hundreds of miles to pay homage to a Jewish baby born to common parents? Why would 
they fall down and worship Him (Matthew 2:11), and give Him gifts to signify His royalty (gold), 
divinity (frankincense), and mortality (myrrh), if they were clueless about who He was and what 
He was there to do? Why should we be surprised if their account agrees with the Biblical one 



when they were written within a few decades of each other (see our page on the “Lost Books”)? 
 
 We highly recommend you get a copy of Ken Johnson’s books on our website as well as his “Ancient 
Post Flood History” and “The Ancient Testaments of the Patriarchs”. Ken demonstrates that the 
majority of truths contained in the Bible have been known for thousands of years through ancient 
Hebrew documents, some ancient Gentile documents, and prophecies throughout all of history. 
 
 We do not feel that the honor the wise men paid Mary can in any way justify the excessive, 
superstitious, unscriptural reverence, and outright worship shown to her by Roman Catholics 
today (see our page on Catholicism). The Bible agrees with the fact that Mary was a virgin “till 
after she had brought forth her firstborn son” (Matthew 1:25) and was not a perpetual virgin as 
Roman Catholicism teaches. The Bible also agrees with the statement of the wise men that she 
was indeed blessed beyond all queens (Luke 1:28 and 42, “blessed art thou among women”).  
 
 You can download our flyer for free by clicking the download buttons on our website! Please feel 
free to share our material with your friends, family, or church in its unaltered state and free of 
charge. To send us any questions, or comments, or to obtain copies of this flyer, please contact us 
via the form on our website. You can also  make donations supporting our mission to create an 
informative and interesting flyer every month of 2023 by visiting our website repentyepeople.com/
supportourmission.

 Please note that there is much more ready for you at our website repentyepeople.com/merrychristmas 
than we are able to include for you here. Thank you, and may God’s peace and joy fill your lives this 
Christmas!

God bless!
Joseph Armstrong
repentyepeople.com


